+ Fourth Sunday of Easter +
May 3, 2020

728 How Firm a Foundation
1

How firm a foundation, O saints of the Lord,
Is laid for your faith in His excellent Word!
What more can He say than to you He has said
Who unto the Savior for refuge have fled?

2

"Fear not! I am with you, O be not dismayed,
For I am your God and will still give you aid;
I’ll strengthen you, help you, and cause you to stand,
Upheld by My righteous, omnipotent hand.

3

"The soul that on Jesus has leaned for repose
I will not, I will not, desert to his foes;
That soul, though all hell should endeavor to shake,
I’ll never, no never, no never forsake!

4

"When through fiery trials your pathway will lie,
My grace, all-sufficient, will be your supply.
The flames will not hurt you; I only design
Your dross to consume and your gold to refine.

5

"Throughout all their lifetime My people will prove
My sov'reign, eternal, unchangeable love;
And then, when gray hairs will their temples adorn,
Like lambs they will still in My bosom be borne."

Divine Service – Setting Four p. 203
Confession & Absolution
The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.
P
C

In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

P
C

Our help is in the name of the Lord,
who made heaven and earth.

P
C

If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand?
But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are feared.

1

P

Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, call upon Him in prayer
and praise, and receive the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ in
the fellowship of this altar, let us first consider our unworthiness and
confess before God and one another that we have sinned in thought,
word, and deed, and that we cannot free ourselves from our sinful
condition. Together as His people let us take refuge in the infinite
mercy of God, our heavenly Father, seeking His grace for the sake of
Christ, and saying: God, be merciful to me, a sinner.

C

Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and lead
us to everlasting life. Amen.

P

Almighty God, merciful Father, in Holy Baptism You declared us to
be Your children and gathered us into Your one, holy Church, in
which You daily and richly forgive us our sins and grant us new life
through Your Spirit. Be in our midst, enliven our faith, and graciously
receive our prayer and praise; through Your Son, Jesus Christ, our
Lord.
Amen.

C

Service of the Word

Introit Psalm 95:1–3, 6–7a; antiphon: John 10:14, 15b
I am the good | shepherd.*
I know my own and my own know me, and I lay down my life | for the
sheep.
Oh come, let us sing | to the LORD;*
let us make a joyful noise to the rock of our sal- | vation!
Let us come into his presence with thanks- | giving;*
let us make a joyful noise to him with | songs of praise!
For the LORD is a | great God,*
and a great King a- | bove all gods.
Oh come, let us worship and | bow down;*
let us kneel before the LORD, our | Maker!
For he | is our God,*
and we are the people of his pasture, and the sheep | of his hand.
Glory be to the Father and | to the Son*
and to the Holy | Spirit;
as it was in the be- | ginning,*
is now, and will be forever. | Amen.
I am the good | shepherd.*
I know my own and my own know me, and I lay down my life | for the
sheep.

Kyrie LSB 204
C

Lord, have mercy;
Christ, have mercy;
Lord, have mercy.

2

Gloria in Excelsis LSB 204
C

1 To God on high be glory
And peace to all the earth;
Goodwill from God in heaven
Proclaimed at Jesus’ birth!
We praise and bless You, Father;
Your holy name, we sing—
Our thanks for Your great glory,
Lord God, our heav’nly King.
2 To You, O sole-begotten,
The Father’s Son, we pray;
O Lamb of God, our Savior,
You take our sins away.
Have mercy on us, Jesus;
Receive our heartfelt cry,
Where You in pow’r are seated
At God’s right hand on high—
3 For You alone are holy;
You only are the Lord.
Forever and forever,
Be worshiped and adored;
You with the Holy Spirit
Alone are Lord Most High,
In God the Father’s glory.
“Amen!” our glad reply.

Salutation and Collect of the Day
P
C

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

P

Let us pray.
Almighty God, merciful Father, since You have wakened from death
the Shepherd of Your sheep, grant us Your Holy Spirit that when we
hear the voice of our Shepherd we may know Him who calls us each
by name and follow where He leads; through the same Jesus Christ,
Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C

Amen.

First Reading Acts 2:42–47
42

They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and fellowship, to
the breaking of bread and the prayers. 43And awe came upon every soul,
and many wonders and signs were being done through the apostles. 44And
all who believed were together and had all things in common. 45And they
were selling their possessions and belongings and distributing the proceeds

3

to all, as any had need. 46And day by day, attending the temple together and
breaking bread in their homes, they received their food with glad and
generous hearts, 47praising God and having favor with all the people. And
the Lord added to their number day by day those who were being saved.
A
C

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Gradual
All: Christ has risen from the dead. God the Father has crowned him
with glory and honor, He has given him dominion over the works of
his hands; he has put all things under his feet.

Epistle 1 Peter 2:19–25
19

This is a gracious thing, when, mindful of God, one endures sorrows
while suffering unjustly. 20For what credit is it if, when you sin and are
beaten for it, you endure? But if when you do good and suffer for it you
endure, this is a gracious thing in the sight of God. 21For to this you have
been called, because Christ also suffered for you, leaving you an example,
so that you might follow in his steps. 22He committed no sin, neither was
deceit found in his mouth. 23When he was reviled, he did not revile in
return; when he suffered, he did not threaten, but continued entrusting
himself to him who judges justly. 24He himself bore our sins in his body on
the tree, that we might die to sin and live to righteousness. By his wounds
you have been healed. 25For you were straying like sheep, but have now
returned to the Shepherd and Overseer of your souls.
A
C

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Alleluia and Verse
C Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.
C

These things are written that you may believe that Jesus is the
Christ, the Son of God.

C

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.

Holy Gospel John 10:1–10
P
C

The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the tenth chapter.
Glory to You, O Lord.
1
[Jesus said:] “Truly, truly, I say to you, he who does not enter the
sheepfold by the door but climbs in by another way, that man is a thief and
a robber. 2But he who enters by the door is the shepherd of the sheep. 3To
him the gatekeeper opens. The sheep hear his voice, and he calls his own
sheep by name and leads them out. 4When he has brought out all his own,

4

he goes before them, and the sheep follow him, for they know his voice. 5A
stranger they will not follow, but they will flee from him, for they do not
know the voice of strangers.” 6This figure of speech Jesus used with them,
but they did not understand what he was saying to them.
7
So Jesus again said to them, “Truly, truly, I say to you, I am the door of
the sheep. 8All who came before me are thieves and robbers, but the sheep
did not listen to them. 9I am the door. If anyone enters by me, he will be
saved and will go in and out and find pasture. 10The thief comes only to
steal and kill and destroy. I came that they may have life and have it
abundantly.”
P
C

This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ.

Apostles’ Creed
C

I believe in God, the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died and was buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day He rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.
From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life T everlasting. Amen.

742 For Me to Live Is Jesus
1

2

3

For me to live is Jesus,
To die is gain for me;
So when my Savior pleases,
I meet death willingly.
For Christ, my Lord, my brother,
I leave this world so dim
And gladly seek another,
Where I shall be with Him.
My woes are nearly over,
Though long and dark the road;

5

My sin His merits cover,
And I have peace with God.
4

Lord, when my pow’rs are failing,
My breath comes heavily,
And words are unavailing,
O hear my sighs to Thee.

5

In my last hour, O grant me
A slumber soft and still,
No doubts to vex or haunt me,
Safe anchored in Thy will;

6

And so to Thee still cleaving
When death shall come to me,
I fall asleep believing
And wake in heav’n with Thee!

Text: Public domain

Sermon “Dying to Live” (Text: 1 Peter 2:19-25)
709 The King of Love My Shepherd Is
1

The King of love my shepherd is,
Whose goodness faileth never;
I nothing lack if I am His
And He is mine forever.

2

Where streams of living water flow,
My ransomed soul He leadeth
And, where the verdant pastures grow,
With food celestial feedeth.

3

Perverse and foolish oft I strayed,
But yet in love He sought me
And on His shoulder gently laid
And home rejoicing brought me.

4

In death’s dark vale I fear no ill
With Thee, dear Lord, beside me,
Thy rod and staff my comfort still,
Thy cross before to guide me.

5

Thou spreadst a table in my sight;
Thine unction grace bestoweth;
And, oh, what transport of delight
From Thy pure chalice floweth!

6

And so through all the length of days
Thy goodness faileth never;
Good Shepherd, may I sing Thy praise
Within Thy house forever!

6

Text: Public domain

Prayer of the Church
Lord’s Prayer
C

Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

Benedicamus LSB 212
A
C

Let us bless the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Benediction LSB 212
P

C

The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace.
Amen.

Closing Hymn 711 Savior, like a Shepherd Lead Us
1

2

Savior, like a shepherd lead us;
Much we need Your tender care.
In Your pleasant pastures feed us,
For our use Your fold prepare.
Blessèd Jesus, blessèd Jesus,
You have bought us; we are Yours.
Blessèd Jesus, blessèd Jesus,
You have bought us; we are Yours.
We are Yours; in love befriend us,
Be the guardian of our way;
Keep Your flock, from sin defend us,
Seek us when we go astray.
Blessèd Jesus, blessèd Jesus,
Hear us children when we pray.

7

3

4

Blessèd Jesus, blessèd Jesus,
Hear us children when we pray.
You have promised to receive us,
Poor and sinful though we be;
You have mercy to relieve us,
Grace to cleanse, and pow’r to free.
Blessèd Jesus, blessèd Jesus,
Early let us turn to You.
Blessèd Jesus, blessèd Jesus,
Early let us turn to You.
Early let us seek Your favor,
Early let us do Your will;
Blessèd Lord and only Savior,
With Your love our spirits fill.
Blessèd Jesus, blessèd Jesus,
You have loved us, love us still.
Blessèd Jesus, blessèd Jesus,
You have loved us, love us still.

Text: Public domain

Distribution Hymn 633 At the Lamb’s High Feast We Sing
1
At the Lamb’s high feast we sing
Praise to our victorious King,
Who has washed us in the tide
Flowing from His piercèd side.
Alleluia!
2

3

Praise we Him, whose love divine
Gives His sacred blood for wine,
Gives His body for the feast—
Christ the victim, Christ the priest.
Alleluia!
Where the paschal blood is poured,
Death’s dread angel sheathes the sword;
Israel’s hosts triumphant go
Through the wave that drowns the foe.
Alleluia!

4

Praise we Christ, whose blood was shed,
Paschal victim, paschal bread;
With sincerity and love
Eat we manna from above.
Alleluia!

5

Mighty Victim from the sky,
Hell’s fierce pow’rs beneath You lie;
You have conquered in the fight,

8

You have brought us life and light.
Alleluia!
6

7

D8

Now no more can death appall,
Now no more the grave enthrall;
You have opened paradise,
And Your saints in You shall rise.
Alleluia!
Easter triumph, Easter joy!
This alone can sin destroy;
From sin’s pow’r, Lord, set us free,
Newborn souls in You to be.
Alleluia!
Father, who the crown shall give,
Savior, by whose death we live,
Spirit, guide through all our days:
Three in One, Your name we praise.
Alleluia!

Text: Public domain

Distribution Hymn 474 Alleluia! Jesus Is Risen
1

Alleluia!
Jesus is risen!
Trumpets resounding in glorious light!
Splendor, the Lamb,
Heaven forever!
Oh, what a miracle God has in sight! Refrain

ref Jesus is risen and we shall arise:
Give God the glory! Alleluia!
2

Walking the way,
Christ in the center
Telling the story to open our eyes;
Breaking our bread,
Giving us glory:
Jesus our blessing, our constant surprise. Refrain

3

Jesus the vine,
We are the branches;
Life in the Spirit the fruit of the tree;
Heaven to earth,
Christ to the people,
Gift of the future now flowing to me. Refrain

4

Weeping, be gone;
Sorrow, be silent:
Death put asunder, and Easter is bright.
Cherubim sing:

9

“O grave, be open!”
Clothe us in wonder, adorn us in light. Refrain
5

City of God,
Easter forever,
Golden Jerusalem, Jesus the Lamb,
River of life,
Saints and archangels,
Sing with creation to God the I AM! Refrain

Text: © 1995 Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110004882
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